have, practically, been brought prominently before the medical world only within the past eighteen months. The readers of the Dental Record have been kept au courant of the chief features of the literature on the subject. During the last year it was very exceptional not to find in every medical periodical some mention made of the drug, and the pages of this journal have contained numerous articles and selections. In that manner has there been presented a sketch of the botany of the cuca plant; a history of the medicinal properties of its leaves; an account of the introduction of the alkaloid, cocaine, as a local anaesthetic; of the physiological action of the drug, as far as has been made out, together with certain preparations and formulae. In the July number (vol. v., My own experience fully bears out that of Mr. Hunt, and of Dr Barker. There is always a certain amount of the solution lost into the mouth in the act of injecting, so that of ten minims, having a grain of the alkaloid in solution, probably not more than two-thirds are injected into the tissues of the gum. In one case I took a grain and a half of cocaine, and added fifteen minims of water. A few drops were allowed to flow upon the gum of the upper jaw around the margins of the roots to be removed. After waiting about a minute, the needle was inserted along the buccal side of the first bicuspid, the point going to nearly on a level with the apex of the root, with scarcely any pain, forcing five minims out of the syringe, some of which entered an abscess sac. A similar quantity was injected into lingual gum, between second bicuspid and first molar, and the remaining five minims on the buccal aspect of gum, between first and second molars. 
